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• The gopher tortoise (Gopherus
polyphemus) is listed in Florida 
as a Threatened species and is 
protected under State law, 
Chapter 68A-27 of the Florida 
Administrative Code (F.A.C.)

• Candidate for federal listing 
status

• Threats include loss of habitat, 
predation, and disease





• Threatened = Likely to become 
endangered

• Endangered = Likely to become 
extinct



• Landowners or developers must relocate gopher tortoises out of 
harm’s way on land slated for development

• Harm’s way = Within 25 feet of construction, development, or soil           
disturbance



• Initial:  15% of the project area
• Suitable gopher tortoise habitat exists?

• Gopher tortoises or burrows present 
within 25 feet of construction?

• Final:  100% of the project area
• Total # of burrows

• Active, inactive, or abandoned

• Life stage



• Property owners must obtain 
relocation permits from the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) to relocate all 
gopher tortoises before any land 
clearing or development activities can 
take place



• Landowners with 10 
or fewer burrows may 
opt to relocate 
tortoises on-site as 
habitat requirements 
permit

• Retain a permitted 
authorized gopher 
tortoise agent for all 
off-site relocations



• Surveying, capturing, marking, 
transporting, relocating tortoises and 
tortoise commensals

• Agents must accurately represent FWC 
policies, guidelines, and rules to their 
clients and to the general public

• To relocate GT’s, must be 
accompanied by a permit for a specific 
project

• Valid for two years



• “To restore and maintain secure, viable 
populations throughout the species’ 
current range in Florida.”

• Four levels of conservation:

• Long-term Protected Recipient Sites

• Recipient Sites for Restocking Public 
Conservation Lands

• Short-term Protected Recipient Sites

• Unprotected Recipient Sites



• Ancient reptiles

• Long lived: 40-60 years in 
wild

• One of five species in 
North America

• Only species in 
southeastern US







• Well-drained sandy areas with 
a sparse tree canopy and 
abundant low growing 
vegetation
• Sandhill, pine flatwoods, scrub, 

scrubby flatwoods, dry prairies, 
xeric hammock, pine-mixed 
hardwoods, and coastal dunes 
which have historically been 
maintained by periodic wild fires

• Variety of disturbed habitats 
including pastures and open 
areas (often times along 
roadsides)



• Grasses, flowers, fruits and leaves of low growing herbaceous plants 
and shrubs




































